. European Monitoring Centre
.= for Drugs and Drug Addiction

Chapter 11

Drug availability and drug markets: seizures data

Methods and definitions

Data on drug seizures relate to all seizures made in each
country during the year by all law enforcement agencies
(police, customs, national guard, etc.). Caution is required in
relation to double-counting that might occur within a country
(although it is usually avoided) between various law

enforcement agencies.

Seized quantities of cannabis, heroin, cocaine and
amphetamine are provided in kilograms, of LSD in doses,
and of ecstasy in tablets. Quantities seized may fluctuate from
one year to another due to a small number of large seizures.
For this reason, the numbers of seizures are usually
considered as a better indicator of trends. In all countries,
they include a major proportion of small seizures from the

retail level of the market.

For more information see: Information map on law
enforcement sources
(http://www.emcdda.eu.int/2nnodeid=1660).

Overview of the data

Listed below are the tables in the bulletin dealing with drug

seizures, along with a brief overview.

The tables in this section monitor over time the number of
drug seizures and quantities seized by law enforcement
agencies (mainly police and customs officials), figures that are
available for many countries historically over the longer term.
Tables include data from the EU Member States, the

candidate countries and Norway.

Table SZR-0 is a summary table for 2003 of the numbers of
seizures and quantity seized, by country, of cannabis, heroin,

cocaine, amphetamines, ecstasy and LSD.

Tables SZR-1 to SZR-12 show reported drug seizures by

country, where data are available, for the major drug types of

interest by both numbers of seizures and quantities seized.
Part (i) of each table gives historical, medium-term data for
1994 to 2003 and part (i) of the table gives a longer
historical run of figures from 1985.

Summary points

Cannabis

e In most of the countries, cannabis is the most seized drug

(both in number of seizures and quantities seized).

e Overall, the number of cannabis seizures has been

increasing in the last 5 years, except for a decline in 2001.

Quantities seized in the EU, after a decline in 1999 and
2000, have been rising again since 2001. Partial
reporting of data from a few countries makes however

these trends uncertain.

Heroin

o Quantities of heroin seized in the EU have been generally
on the increase over the last five years, with a plateau in
2000 to 2002, while, overall, numbers of seizures
declined during the same period. Based upon trends in
reporting countries, the total amount of heroin seized in
the EU seems to have increased substantially in 2003,
while the numbers of seizures seem to have decreased in

most reporting countries.

Cocaine

e Over the period 1998 to 2002, the number of cocaine
seizures increased in all reporting countries except
Germany and Portugal whilst quantities of cocaine seized
in the EU have being fluctuating within an overall upward
trend. Based upon trends in reporting countries, the
number of cocaine seizures at EU level seems to have
decreased in 2003, while amounts of cocaine seized have

substantially risen.
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Amphetamine

At EU level, the increasing trend in the number of
amphetamine seizures peaked in 1998 and quantities
peaked in 1997. Numbers of amphetamine seizures
increased again in 2001 and 2002 but, based upon
trends in reporting countries, they may have stabilised or
even decreased in 2003. This is not the case for the total
quantity of the drug seized in the EU, which appears to be

increasing since 2002.

Ecstasy

The number of ecstasy seizures at EU level has increased
rapidly over 1998 to 2001 but decreased since 2002 and,
based upon trends in reporting countries, this decline
seems fo continue in 2003. Quantities of ecstasy
intercepted increased rapidly between 1998 and 2000

Data tables

and since then at a slower pace. In 2003 however,
quantities seized decreased in most of the countries
reporting data. However, the potential decline at EU level
in ecstasy seizures (both numbers and quantities) in 2003
has to be confirmed against missing 2003 data once they
become available as some countries that could potentially
change this picture have not yet provided data at the time

of writing.

LSD

Over 1998 to 2002, at EU level, both the number of LSD
seizures and the quantities seized decreased. However, in
2003, numbers of LSD seizures and amounts intercepted
increased for the first time in nine years. Again this

analysis is provisional and will need to be reviewed when

the full data set for 2003 becomes available.
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Table SZR-8 part (i). Quantities (kg) of amphetamines seized, 1994 to 2003

Country 1994 1995 1996 1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003
Belgium (1M 23 68 24 77 445 59 75 500 229
Czech Republic (2) 4.72 10
Denmark 13 40 27 119 25 32 57 161 35 66
Germany 120 138 160 234 310 360 271 263 362 484
Estonia (3) 1 1 2 11 27 25 34 109
Creece (4) 0.01 0.1 0.08 0.05 0.003 1 2 0.08 0.5 0.52
Spain (5) 32 35 53 119 177 49 23 19 56 47
France 80 104 128 194 165 233 230 57 152 275
Ireland (6) 0.4 2 8 103 45 13 6 18 16

ltaly (7) 3 1 2 0.4 0.5 5 0.2 0.7 2 2
Cyprus (8) 0.005 0.003 0 0.0005
Latvia 9 0 0 0 0 0.5 0.9 4 5 9
Lithuania (10) 171 0.01 0.08 20 0.1 3 7
Luxembourg 0.1 0.03 0.02 0.01 0.07 0.02 0.16 0.01 0.006 28
Hungary 11 1 3.5 12
Netherlands (12) 215 45 324 815 1450 853 293 579 481 843
Malta (1) 0.05
Austria 1 2 4 8 1 3 9 54
Poland 1051 196 129 203
Portugal (13) 0 0 0 0 0 0.6 0.033
Slovenia (14) 0.06 0.03 0
Slovakia (15) 10 0.1 0.3 0.6 0.3 0.1
Finland 9 20 22 22 25 71 80 137 129 115
Sweden (16) 210 279 127 186 135 124 108 240 350 354
United Kingdom 1305 819 2625 3296 1811 2019 1775 1726 1406

Bulgaria (17) 177 65 202 587
Romania (18) 214 0.9 2
Norway 16 53 30 93 211 52 93 93 209 225
Total 2012 1553 3505 5345 4601 3831 4209 3803 4090

Notes:

Numbers are rounded to the nearest kilogram except for quantities less than 1 kg, where more precise information is provided when available.

(1) In 1996 and 1998 figures available include both ecstasy and amphetamine seized; see Table SZR-10 part (i) (page 11.26) on quantities of
ecstasy seized for tablets additionally seized in 1996 and 1998. 511 amphetamines tablets were also seized in 1997, 22090 in 1999 and
18397 in 2000.

(2) Accurate data are not available before 2002 due to double counting of seizures by police and customs reports. Figures refer to both
seizures of amphetamine and methamphetamine.

(3) 0 amphetamines tablets were also seized in 2000, 37 in 2001, 1355 in 2002 and 1567 in 2003.

(4) For 1994 only police seizures are included. Since 1995 all seizures are included (police, coast guard and customs). Amphetamines tablets
were also seized in 1994, 1998, 2000 (30109 tablets) and 2001 (8 tablets).

(5) 2775 amphetamines tablets were also seized in 1996, 13720 in 1997, 1626 in 1998, 54215 in 1999, 40696 in 2000, 11026 in 2001,
31427 in 2002 and 10432 in 2003.

(6) 3889 amphetamines tablets were also seized in 1997, 4780 in 1998, 12015 in 1999, 149 in 2000 and 12728 in 2002.
Methamphetamine seizures were also made: 106 tablets in 1997, 40460 in 1998, 218 tablets and 0.17 kg in 2000, and 0.975 kg in 2001.

(7) Since 2000 figures include seizures of all amphetamine-type products with no differentiation between products; 577369 tablets of
amphetamine-type products were also seized in 2000, 354640 in 2001, 400275 in 2002 and 235351 in 2003.

(8) 1 amphetamines tablets was also seized in 2002, and 100 in 2003.

(9) 3693 ampehtamines tablets were also seized in 2003.

(10) 42 amphetamines tablets were also seized in 2000, 229 in 2002 and 219 in 2003.
(11) Data refer to police seizures only.

(12) 11025 amphetamines tablets were also seized in 1994, 850 in 1995, 1025 in 1996, 102240 in 1997, 242409 in 1998, 45847 in 1999,
20592 in 2001, 1028 in 2002 and 14000 in 2003.

(13) 26 amphetamines tablets were also seized in 1997, 4 in 1998, 37 in 1999, 18 in 2000, 25 in 2001, 34 in 2002 and 125 in 2003.
(14) 89 amphetamine tablets were also seized in 2001, 256 in 2002 and 218 in 2003.
(15) 5 amphetamine tablets were also seized in 2001, 6 in 2002 and 3 in 2003.
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(16) 284 amphetamines tablets were also seized in 2000, 782 in 2001 and 92 in 2002. In 2003, seizures include amphetamine, fenmetrazin
and methamphetamine.

(17) 660 amphetamine tablets were also seized in 2001, 135444 in 2002 and 118201 in 2003.
(18) 133517 amphetamine tablets were also seized in 2002.
Source:

Reitox national focal points
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